THE  BACKGROUND                            9
edge of English literature and science;through
the medium of the English language/'l
This proclamation gave a decided turn to
Indian education by encouraging the education
of a few through English and letting alone the
education of the many through their own mother
tongue. It had far-reaching consequences and
the effect here was not confined to the field of
education alone but extended widely to the
moral, religious and political fields.
To be fair to Macaulay, he was .fully aware
of its deeper implications. In the great perora-
tion to his speech of July 10, 1833, on the East
India Company Bill, delivered shortly before he
went to India, he said :
"It may be that the public mind of India-may
expand under our system until it has out-
grown that system; that by good government
we may educate our subjects into a capacity
for better government; that having been
instructed in European knowledge, they may,
in some future age, demand European insti-
tutions.* Whether such a day will ever come
1 Ibid.* p. 130.